
LOCAL AUTHORITY COLLECTED
WASTE BREAKDOWN

25 million tonnes of waste was collected by local
authorities in England in 2019-20.

This includes household waste and some commercial waste. Waste types follow different processes
when separated successfully by households and businesses, and some of these are shown here.

Sources: Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (2021), Commission calculations

11 1/2 million 
tonnes

14 million tonnes of general 
waste was collected by local 

authorities in 2019-20.

GENERAL 
WASTE

< 1/2 million 
tonnes

INCINERATION
(without energy 

recovery)

2 million 
tonnes

LANDFILL

ENERGY FROM WASTE PLANT

ELECTRICITY
HEAT

SORTING AND BULKING

1/2 million 
tonnes

1/2 million 
tonnes

2 million 
tonnes

1 million 
tonnes

OTHER RECYCLING

MECHANICAL 
PLASTIC 

RECYCLING 
PLANT

MECHANICAL 
METAL 

RECYCLING 
PLANT

GLASS 
FACTORY

6 million tonnes of mixed 
recycling was collected by local 

authorities in 2019-20.
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authorities in 2019-20.
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